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Designing Collaborative Education
In today’s A/E/C industry, collaboration between designers, builders, engineers and 
constructors has become increasingly more important. Buildings are more complex. 
Clients demand better performance. Climate change is placing demands on how we 
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are impacting the outcomes of design and construction. Strategic collaboration, while 
not a new concept, is shifting the way that A/E/C professionals work together to build 
a better world. Mississippi State University’s (MSU) School of Architecture and Building 
Construction Science program recognized the changing trends in delivery methods as 
well as the importance of teaching their students how to be industry leaders.
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interior design. We still do that competition every fall and 
have since included graphic design. In addition to the compe-
tition, all architecture and building construction science 
students now take part in two semesters of collaborative 
studios„�rst in fall of their second year and again in spring 
of their third year.

DI:  Initially, you looked for overlaps in the curriculum be-
tween construction and architecture. Would you recommend 
that to others or would you start with a di�erent approach?

MH: From BCS•s point of view, as a clean slate, we had tre-
mendous opportunity and freedom to de�ne what we wanted 
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�guring it out as they went. So, we developed the Integrated 
Practice �eater with funding from the Architecture and 
Construction Alliance. We explored and developed ways to 
make our teaching of IPD principles as e�ective as possible, 
not only for our students but also so we could share our 
�ndings with colleagues in other programs.

DI:  When you looked at other institutions, what positive 
examples did you �nd?

MH: As educators, we struggled to �nd examples that gave  
us enough substance and detail to use in our teaching. Case 
studies that are a synopsis of an IPD project don•t help you 
understand how and why those projects were successful from 
an interdisciplinary perspective. We did learn that the more 
the di�erent disciplines respect, understand, and work with 
each other, the more e�ective collaboration is. 
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DI:  It seems like your students need both hard and so� skills 
for a collaborative, IPD practice environment. What would 
that ideal student look like?

MH: Someone open-minded, willing to listen, who under-
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same form of directness and transparency is similarly useful 
in de�ning the pedagogy, right down to the day-to-day 
assignments and exercises. 




